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Thefirst floor is about privacy—changing, sleeping and washing—with a bedroom and
bathroom behind sliding doors. The extensiveuse of large, square dark granite tiles starts
hereand continues upthrough the house. Timber cupboard doors add a material variation
and warmth, and clever use of the hallway spacs for storage keeps the bedroom free of
clutter. Inside the bedroom, acorner window punches through the precast concrete shell,
giving aview down the laneways.

The next two levels are the traditional living zones. The second floor is perhaps the simpler,
an open level with a central couch and lamps. Here, the true size of the site isapparent—a
8 by T metre rectangle. A large window in this room gives views over to the north and
west. This big opening, repeated on the level above, featuresa glazed sliding window with
a low sill, to make the most of the aspect. Its counterpart on the level above shows how
the view changes one level up. This level is the realm of cooking and eating—an open
kitchen and dining area, with slick white joinery along one side and a contrasting black
box containing the rangehood.
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THEVERTICAL HOUSE SITS ON AN URBAN LANEWAY GORNER AND COVERS FIVE LEVELS ON A FORTY-SIX SQUARE METRE SITE
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The top level departs frorm the pristine concrete, and is both a
garden outside and sitting Study areainside. The stairs finish
in this reom whichis fully glazedontothe reof deck andout to
the narth-west. The terrace is dersely planted with pots con-

| taininga wariety of plants and vegetablkes, including a reason

ably sized lernon tree in a giant pot. The comentional back
garden has becorme a top garden. and although it 5 compaot,
it extends cut into the city beyond. It offers a gmat mid-lewel
view of the urban landscape—but aksa an immersion in the
city, rather than a perchon the edge that meely laoks in. This
house derronstrates that the many pockets of land scattered
around our citiesare opportunities to innovate




Tube House, Adrian FitzGerald of Denton Corker Marshall
Photos: Tim Griffith & Nicholas L ee




= “WITH INTELLIGENT DESIGN, COMPAGT URBAN
HOUSING CAN ACHIEVE THE LioAT AND AMENTY
o TYPIGALLY FOUND [N LARGE SUBURBAN HOUGING,
e b TUBE HOUSE REPRESENTS A MODEL HOUSING
" P THAT  CAN INTENSIY AND  IMPROVE
it URBAMITY AND - QUSTAINABILITY  OF
AUSTRALIAN CITIES.”—ADR i\H I ZGERALD

The suceess of this design is a result of clarity of the idea and its execution. Each tube is
clad in a different material—aluminium on the ground, timber in the middle and steel
on top. Internally, the materials are restrained to white walls, white joinery and timber
flooring onthe ground floor. Hoop pine plywood wraps the interior of the top level on floor,
walls and ceiling, to make an internal tube experience. The top tube is staggered from
the other two to articulate its difference—cantilevering on the rear side and recessing
back from the front. This is the studio and, at 2.4 metres wide and 2.4 matres high, it is
the minimum width and height of a ‘habitable’ room in Australia. Despite these minimum
dimensions, it works—it is a long space, and makes the most of the key idea of the house,
atube-like extrusion that extends beyond itself. A great view over the pool and the sur- y
rounding context is created, the space of the house becoming far greater when shared.

Colour is vitally important in adding a glow and clarity to the expression of
the project— particularly the raciant lime-green of the middle tube. The
gresn-painted composits timber cladding is used externally and internally,
forming part of the soffit and ceiling of the ground floor as the underside of
the middle tube. This tube cantilevers at the front and
back of the house, providing shade on the north-west

side. It also acts as the entry porch, markingthe ‘
house clearly in the approach from the lane. Key —
to the reading of the elevated boxesas
tubes is the treatment of their ends,
which by definition needs to be dis-
tinet. Both encls of the green tube are
distinctive, the entry side with metal-
lic external louvres, and the rear side

with dark external blinds. o —
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Foyn-Johanson House
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Masters by Project, 2003-2007

Gity of Hume,
New Council Offices, ‘ - ) MILL PARK GIVIC SCHOOL

Broadmeadows













Shadow Cabinet, 2005










Preston City Oval

2010-11
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