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Proposal



View looking west along Lonsdale Street showing interaction with 
street edge and existing facade
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View along along east west spine showing open space used as a market.
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View along western side looking north back to Latrobe Street









































Design to the sun
Get an architect

See the future

WANT LONGER LASTING
BUILDINGS?

Architecture is an old idea. Better, greener, life-cycled costed buildings 
can be part of a sustainable future.



Get an architect
Make it 20% smaller
Make it 100% better

WANT LONGER LASTING
BUILDINGS?

The Erechtheum, Acropolis, Athens, 421-407BC. Architect: Mnesicles
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housing a growing population sustainability...

Planning documents such as Melbourne 2030 fail due to pressure from self-
serving localised interest groups, lack of a powerful centralised planning 
authority and a lack any real political will. Well meaning urban objectives are 
stated in such documents for example, to ‘strategically increase density’, 
‘improve amenity’, ‘make places safer’, ‘increase pedestrian connectivity’, 
‘more sustainable cities’, ‘improved transport links’ and to ‘enhance 
cultural / historic preservation’. Admirable as these objectives may be, the 
implementation is sorely lacking with the objectives being watered down 
to such an extent that they end up being nothing more than ‘feel-good’ 
statements with real planning decisions made subjectively based on political 
popularity and the whims of local councils.

Our proposal is simply to investigate key urban objectives for sustainable 
urbanism and visualise their literal, undiluted execution. We will imagine that 
somehow, by the year 2050, politicians and planning authorities will mean 
what they say and have the power and political will to implement urban 
strategies that achieve the urban objectives.

We propose to continue with an ongoing series of urban explorations 
undertaken over the past few years, where key urban objectives have been 
isolated and investigated reductio ad absurdum (see pictured examples). 
Techniques developed as part of Marcus White’s PhD on sustainable 
urbanism would be applied simultaneously on a variety of urban and 
suburban conditions visually demonstrating a multi layered, undiluted 
implementation of the chosen urban objectives. 

Solar amenity for public spaces such as foot paths and public plazas will 
be investigated using a subtractive solar preservation modelling technique, 
where accurate solar ray casting over time ranges are used to sculpt 
maximum permissible building envelopes (reminiscent of the renders of 
Hugh Ferriss).

Density will be distributed according to access to public transport and 
amenity. Animated virtual pedestrians (agents) will be used inform accurate 
pedestrian catchments used to determine areas for increased density of 
different urban programs. Areas close to railway stations will have high 
density, with density tapering with walking distance (navigating through street 
network) from the station.

The future of the Australian city 2050: Implementing the Rhetoric 

Now and When Australian Urbanism: Stage 1 EOI Submission 
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